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With all the talk about news
media bias against the present
administration, a recent adver-
tisement in the New York Times
shows whose side the newspapers
are on. *‘The following editorial
employees of the New York Daily
News condemn our government’s
actions in Indochina as ab-
horrent, as a source of daily
atrocities, and in contradiction to
the historical principlesofthisna-
tion.”’ It was signed by more
than 70 employees of the Daily
News. Yet the management of the
Daily News refused to run the ad,
paid for by the editorial writers.

It is apparent from this and
other episodesinwhichnews media
management have not allowedtheir
employees to speak out, that the
business of news is more respon-
sive to the administrationthanthey
let on. Newsweek magazine, for
example, has been very hesitant
in allowing their employees to or-
ganize themselves against the war
in Indochina.

In recent incidents of govern-
ment suppression of the media,
the liberal news management has

_ not supported its staffs,

The Justice Department, late
last year, started to subpoena
reporter’s notebocks to be used in
cases involving Black Panthers and
college students. These notebocks
have alwaysbeenconsidered confi-
dential, With this privilege, re-
porters have been able to get ‘“off
the record’ information from poli-
ticians, police officials, and politi-
cal activists,

If these people know that every-
thing they say will fall into the
hands of a zealous government

elations

prosecutor, the job of gathering
news will be hampered.

The government, it seems, is
trying to stymie coverage of anti-
administration news. If reporters
give up their confidential note-
books, people who fear government
repression will refuse to talk to
them. And if reporters refuse to
give up their notes, they will have
to go to court.

This is too costly and time con-
suming, unless management backs
up its staff. This does notseemto
be the case. Both Newsweek and
Time showed diffidence in backing
their employees when the Justice
Department demanded notebooks
on campus dissidents.

The New York Times has drop-
ped support of EarlCaldwell, aSan
Francisco reporter who is appeal-
ing a court ruling requiring himto
give up information in matters of
‘‘national interest.”’

Caldwell fears that this ruling
can be interpreted too loosely by
the Justice Department, whichmay
then force him to give up all his
information and thus cause him to
lose his credibility as a reporter.

To make matters worse, the Jus-
tice Department served a subpoena
on a CBS news crew in Chicago.
They demandedallthe unprocessed
film still in the cameras.

Thus, without support fromtheir
management and without credibil-
ity among those they deal with,
reporters will not be able tocover
anti-establishment news.

Nat Hentoff, writing in the Vil-
lage Voice, states: ‘‘More and
more members of groups under
seige by the government will
simply not talk to the press. And
that, it seems to me, is one of
(Attorney  General) Mitchell’s
goals. It is in Mitchell’s interest,
for instance, to reduce the Pan-
ther’s visibility as they are being
picked off. And after the pan-~
thers?”’



